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tered, the clean-up program would be the same for either type. Both are contagious diseases and steps should be taken to remove all traces of the mites from the premises.
It is always good practice to haul out and burn all litter from the houses and yards where the animals were kept. The floor of the hog houses should be thoroughly cleaned and scrubbed with hot water and then sprayed with a good disinfectant solution. Even though mites seldom live more than a month away from the body of hogs, it is an added measure of safety to make an attempt to rid the yards and houses of these pests. The eggs or nits of the mites also live as long as a month when not exposed to direct sunshine. The owner should be careful to protect himself from infection while handling infected hogs and during the process of cleaning up.
LICE
Pigs heavily infested with lice often become unthrifty and many develop into runts. Lice spend most of their waking hours biting the skin of the hog, and the continual irritation interferes with the feeding habits of the animal to such an extent that it does not consume sufficient food for normal growth.
The common hog louse is a blood-sucker, securing its food by puncturing the skin and sucking blood. The hog louse is the largest of all those infesting live-stock and may sometimes be i/4 inch in length. Lice spend their entire life on the body of the animal. The adult female louse lays her eggs or nits and sticks them to the hair close to the skin of the hog. She may lay about six eggs a day for a month and when the laying period is completed, dies. The eggs hatch in about two weeks and develop into full-grown mites in another ten days to two weeks. When separated from a hog, lice live only a few days.
Lice are large enough to be seen with the naked eye. They are on the move all the time and are always in search of food. They bite the skin in preparation for blood-sucking